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Braxton was flown to IU
Health NorthHospital in
Carmel,where itwasdis-
covered that his left lung
had collapsed. He need-
ed to go on a ventilator,
which required sedation.

“An hourly test was
run to make sure the
medication was not af-
fecting his brain,” Ma-
dras said. “Braxton’s eye
did not dilate the first
test, so they stopped the
medication,andheshort-
ly started responding
and moving his little
hands to hold mine, and
he was then sedated
again.

“The next time they
came into the room to do
the test, Braxton did not
respond. He was given a
bunch of tests. This is all
a complete blur to me,
what happened after
that. Iknowthatmybaby
was pronounced brain-
dead.”

Braxton Madras died
Monday, the youngest of
47 Hoosiers killed by the
flu so far this season. He
is one of three Tippeca-
noe County flu victims.
Nationally, 59 children
have died from the flu
this season, according to
reports out Friday.

“Thisfluhas takenmy
onlybaby, andBraxton is
100percent one of akind.
I love him more than
words can ever explain,
and my life is never go-
ing to be the same,” his
mother said Friday.
“This illness came upon
him very fast, and it was
very, very vicious.”

Despite the local trag-
edy, experts say the
worst of the flu season
should be over inmost of
the country in two to
three weeks. That fore-
cast excludes the West
Coast, where the flu ar-
rived later, health offi-
cials said Friday.

“People really under-
estimatethepowerof the
flu,” Sorenson said. “It
can decimate these little
bodies.”

Madras said: “It hap-

pened all too fast. I al-
ways tookBraxton to the
doctor. He always had a
flu shot. We constantly
washed hands, and I lit-
erally sanitized every
day with bleach and Ly-
sol.”

Sorenson and Madras
said medical profession-
als should be checking
patients with extreme
caution — especially
young children. In Brax-
ton’s case, Madras said,
the illness came out of
nowhere. She encour-
aged parents to seek
medical attention if they
suspect theirchild issick
and even seek another
opinion if they are wor-
ried the first doctor
might have missed
something.

Braxtonattendedpre-
school at Tippecanoe
CountyChildCare.Exec-
utive director Marilyn
Redmon called the loss
“devastating” for teach-
ers and students who
knew Braxton.

“Certainly we’ve of-
fered counseling to staff
and parents, too, who
were friends of the fam-
ily,” Redmon said.
“We’ve tried tomake any
of that available.”

RedmonsaidTippeca-
noe County Child Care
has stringent policies to
isolate and limit the
spread of illness. If
found tobesick, children
are immediately sent
home.

“We always, always
have precautions of
health and safety is-
sues,” Redmon said.
“Nowespeciallywith the
flu. Our motto is chil-
dren,when they come in,
they wash their hands.
We just are hand-wash-
ing all the time.”

Dr. ThomasMeyer, an
infectious disease physi-
cian at IUHealth Arnett,
said for children young-

er than 5, hygiene is es-
pecially important be-
cause it can be more of a
challenge for young chil-
dren to remember on
their own. And if there
are many young kids to-
gether, he said, it’s easier
to spread illness from
person to person.

However,Meyer said,
the number of pediatric
deaths from flu has de-
creased in recent years.
This year, well over half
of the people hospital-
ized for the flu were old-
er than 65.

Michael Jhung, an
epidemiologist at the
Centers forDiseaseCon-
trol and Prevention, said
Friday that flu season is
winding down.

“We’re not at the end,
but we’re nearing the
end,” he said.

Jhung predicts two to
three more weeks of
higher flu activity na-
tionwide, more in the
West, and then perhaps
four to six weeks of low-
er activity.

Flu season slammed
into the East in late De-
cember, almost a month
earlier than usual, ac-
cording to the CDC. The
major flu strain circulat-
ing in the United States
this season, H3N2, ap-
pears to be causingmore
severe illness, especially
in the elderly.

The majority of flu-
related deaths in the
state are of people 65 or
older, and 43 of the 47
Hoosiers who died had
underlying medical con-
ditions.

Those at highest risk
have a weakened im-
mune system because of
diseases and conditions
suchasasthma,diabetes,
heartdisease,AIDS, can-
ceror lungdisease.Preg-
nant women, people old-
er than 65 and young
children also are at a
higher risk, he said.

In the 2011-12 season,
there were three deaths
in the state, and 25 in
2010-11.
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“This illness
came upon
him very fast.”
CAMEYMADRAS,
mother of Braxton, 4.

Current measures

Police officers began
protecting LSC parking
lots in the mid-’80s. In
1995, they moved into
buildings. Today, there
are typically six police of-
ficers on duty, primarily
at Jefferson, Tecumseh
and Sunnyside. The offi-
cer at Sunnyside spends
part of his day checking
on the corporation’s alter-
native schools.

Aside from officers,
LSC policies help secure
every building. Doors re-
main locked at all times.
Visitors must be buzzed
into the building by an of-
fice worker.

Every school has mul-
tiple security cameras.
Jefferson has 250.

If there is a threat of
gun violence, LSC policy
is to instantly go into lock-
down. Hallways are
cleared, classroom doors
are shut, windows are
covered and students are
moved into one section of
the room. There are no
color codes or cryptic
warning signs; lockdown
is the first and only op-
tion.

“We want people to
know exactly what’s hap-
pening, even if they have
never been in the school
before,” said school re-
source officer Mike
McIver, who leads the in-
school officers.. “If you
hear ‘lockdown,’ you’re
not going to just stand
there wondering what’s
going on.”

Officer Perry Amos
has been working at Jef-

ferson High School since
1992. During those 21
years, he has removed
guns from students four
times.

One of those incidents
occurred when a student
brought a loaded handgun
to school with the inten-
tion of killing his ex-girl-
friend. The girl reported
to the in-school officers
that the student was try-
ing to get her alone. The
officers apprehended the
armed student before any
violence occurred.

“There is no doubt in
my mind,” McIver said.
“If itwasn’t for havingpo-
lice officers in the school,
itwouldhavebeenahomi-
cide-suicide situation you
wouldhaveseenonCNN.”

Officers’ role

Despite the raging na-
tional debate on school
safety followinghigh-pro-
file shootings, the current
in-school officers spend
mostof their timeonbasic
student punishment is-
sues.

It’s not to say that drug
use, fights and serious of-
fenses don’t occur in LSC
schools. In-school offi-
cers wear bulletproof
vests and are armed with
a gun, a Taser and pepper
spray.

But lost cellphones, ar-
gumentsbetweenfriends,
dress code violations and
skipped classes are much
more commonplace of-
fenses that officers like
Williamson deal with.

She spendsmost of her
day walking the halls,
checking bathrooms and
talking with students.

“I try to interact with
the students as much as
possible,” Williamson

said. “It’s good for themto
know we’re here to make
them feel safe or talk
about anything going on
at home.”

In many ways, in-
school officers have tak-
en it upon themselves to
deal with smaller punish-
ment and safety issues so
administrators don’t have
to.Theyprocessdisciplin-
ary referrals, talk on the
phone with concerned
parents and have confer-
ences with disobedient
students.

“With the changes in
how they have to process
teacher evaluations, this
year (the administration)
wasdumpedwithsomuch
stuff to do. It cut their
time toworkwith the kids
in half,” said McIver.

As a full-time resource
officer, McIver is trained
and certified to counsel
students and educate em-
ployees on safety issues.

“Wedon’t respondwith
a heavy hand,” McIver
said. “We’re dealing with
teenagers. We deal with
circumstances as they
come and try to lead the
students in the right di-
rection.”

If LSC decides to place
officers at elemntary
schools, those officers
would certainly deal with
fewer disciplinary mat-
ters. But that doesn’t
mean they wouldn’t be
useful, Earhart Elemen-
tary Principal Greg Louk
said.

“Apolice officerwould
be another adult in the
building to lookout for the
kids. Another role mod-
el,” Louk said. “If the cor-
poration thinks having
uniformed officers in the
building will help, then I
welcome it.”

“There are kids here whose parents I was the security guard for,” Lt. Perry Amos says.
“There are parents who say, ‘Please watch over my kid.’ ” JOHN TERHUNE/JOURNAL & COURIER
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Six-year-old Jude Cot-
ter diedTuesday at Riley
Hospital for Children in
Indianapolis, but his
death was not linked to
the flu.

The Lafayette boy de-
veloped a rare and sud-
den condition that doc-
tors believe was linked
to theEpstein-Barrvirus
— one of the most com-
mon human viruses and
one that often develops
into mononucleosis. In
Jude’s case, the illness
spread to his brain and
causedviral encephalitis
—severeswelling—that
ultimately killed him.

“It’s something you
don’t ever imagine hap-
pening to a 6-year-old lit-
tle boy,”KarlaCotter, his
mother, said Friday.

Cotter said whenever
her son became sick it
would pass within 24

hours or so.
He was
healthy and
happy most
of his life.

And
while Cot-
ter said
there’s lit-

tle, if anything, the fam-
ily or doctors could have
done differently in
Jude’s case, she wants
other parents to know he
was not contagious and
did not present any pub-
lic health threat.

“I don’t think parents
need to worry it’s going
to happen to their kids,”
Cotter said.

TSC reassurance

Judewas a kindergar-
tener at Hershey Ele-
mentary School. Tippe-
canoe School Corp. Su-
perintendent Scott Han-
back said a schoolwide
communication was sent
byPrincipalLindaFields
following Jude’s death.

Counselors were
available to meet with
parents, staff and stu-
dents, and an adminis-
trator from another TSC
school has been assum-

ing some administrative
tasks to free up Fields to
meet with families.

“In case there were
any rumors or specula-
tion about the cause of
death, the school did is-
sue a statement that ba-
sically said we do have a
state law that mandates
if there’s any type of re-
portable disease we’re
required to report that to
thecountyhealthdepart-
ment,” Hanback said.

“Should that need
have prompted itself, we
wantedtoassureourpar-
ents that they would
have been notified by
TSCor theschool if there
was cause for concern.”

Despite what’s hap-
pened, Cotter said she
doesn’t plan to live in
fear of germs or public
settings with her other
twochildren—Kaneand
Tessa.

“We’ll still send them
to public school. We’re
not going to live in a bub-
ble,” Cotter said.

Her advice for par-
ents: “Just love your
kids. Cherish them. You
don’tknowwhenwithina
week they could just
die.”

A rare condition
fatal to 6-year-old
Common virus
led to severe
brain swelling
By Dorothy Schneider
dschneider@jconline.com
andMikel Livingston
mlivingston@jconline.com

Jude Cotter

Lafayette School Corp.
will officially hire 19 po-
lice officers as part-time
employees during Mon-
day’s school board meet-
ing. The move is an at-
tempt to attract more po-
lice officers to do their
off-duty side work in the
schools.

Currently, the district
pays off-duty officers as
contractors at an hourly
wage of $22.

Most other places in
Greater Lafayette that
hire off-duty officers,
such as colleges and
malls, pay around $35 per
hour.

“The corporation just
can’t come up and meet
that price. It’s not feasible
in thebudget,” said school
resource officer Mike
McIver, whomanages the
officers in LSC schools.

By hiring the officers
as employees instead of
contractors, LSC will not
be paying the officers

more. The change will
onlyalter theway theoffi-
cers are paid, and there-
fore, their taxes.

As contractors, offi-
cers are required to file
their taxes as self-em-
ployed individuals. That
means their taxes aren’t
taken directly from their
paychecks. Instead, they
have to pay the taxesback
when they file.

Officer Amanda Wil-
liamson works at Jeffer-
son High School two days
per week to save money
for her wedding.

“Because of the way
we have to file taxes, I
ended up paying back
more than $4,000,” Wil-
liamson said.

As part-time employ-
ees, the officers will have
their taxes removed ev-
ery paycheck, eliminat-
ing the burden of a heavy
end-of-season tax load.
Theywill also be paid on a
bimonthly instead of
monthly basis.

The employment op-
tion is available to offi-

cers from the Lafayette,
West Lafayette, Purdue
University and Otterbein
police departments. Ev-
ery officer who currently
works in the school more
than four hours and less
than 29.5 hours is eligible
to be hired.

According to McIver,
every officer who quali-
fied chose to be hired, but
there are still seven spots
available.

“That just shows how
short we are on the man-
power right now,”McIver
said.

Although working in
the schools pays less, Of-
ficer Perry Amos said he
hopes other officers will
understand that there are
rewards.

“It’s about looking out
for the new generation.
Therearekidsherewhose
parents Iwas the security
guard for. There are par-
ents who say ‘please
watch over my kid,’”
Amos said. “That’s just a
different kind of pay to
me.”

LSC pays $22 an hour, not $35
By Jessica Contrera
jcontrera@jconline.com


